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Alexander et al.: Birthday Letters

BIRTHDAY
LETTERS
J. R.R. Tolkien is one of those few true creators
whose work has added to the dimensions of our humanity,
and I wish him the happiest of birthdays,
along with my
gratitude and deepest appreciation.
Lloyd Alexander
Much will be written here about how deeply readers
are in Professor Tolkien' s debt for his splendid works; and
this will all be true, of course.
But I would like to point
out an additional cause for gratitude •. The deserved
success of these books has encouraged publishers
to
embark on a rather large-scale
revival of the entire
genre of heroic fantasy.
Granted, not all of the resulting
stories,
or even a majority,
are in any way worthy of
that example.
However, enough are - at least to the
extent of offering entertainment
of a kind unobtainable
elsewhere - that readers who enjoy them, and writers
who enjoy the writing of them, owe special thanks to this
great artist.
-Poul Anderson
Professor
Tolkien has written some absorbing
books with an .even more absorbing background.
However, he's done more than just that. At the same time
he has forged a Ring of Power that functions independently of its creator,
and which has had considerable
effect
on Beryl's and my lives.
Without going into details,
a
chain of events can be traced from my original acceptance of the British agency for the TSA to our move to
Cornwall - a chain which is presumably
still continuing.
-Archie Mercer
1972 is proclaimed a year of Octogennial Celebration in the Mythopoeic Society.
We call upon all admirers
of the Professor
to write letters of appreciation
to Mythprint, sharing passages from his works that express
the quality of 'joy' to them personally.
-Glen GoodKnight
Heartfelt congratulations
to Mr. Tolkien on the
occasion of the year of his 80th birthday.
-The New York
r·
C. S. Lewis Society

CHARLES WILLIAMS
JR.R.UKIEN
OCIDTHY SAYERS
CS LEWIS . .
they called themselves

''THE INKLINGS"
They lived in an unusual
world ... they saw
things differently ... and
they shared their
vision in what-and
how-they wrote.
Now, two new
additions to our
"Inklings" shelf:

THE MAN BORN TO BE KING, Dorothy
L. Sayers. Twelve plays dramatizing the
A classic presentalife of Christ ...
tion of the gospel in such a fresh
and contemporary
way. Now in
paperback. $3.95
GOOD NEWS FROM TOLKIEN'S MIDDLE EARTH, Gracia Fay Ellwood. An
exploration of ''The Lord of the Rings''
which discovers new evidence of aliveness in strange.places here in our own
worid. A second essay examines the
concept of the mythological
Hero of
the Tolkien trilogy. Paper $2.45
For more journeys in the world of ''The
Inklings" try:
Sayers - CHRISTIAN LETTERS TO A
POST-CHRISTIAN WORLD Cloth,
$6.95; Paper, $3.95
C. S. Lewis - CHRISTIAN REFLECTIONS, Cloth $3.95, ESSAYS PRESENTED TO CHARLES WILLIAMS Paper $2.45
Williams-Five supernatural thrillers,
in slip-case, $10.95
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